July 27, 2009

and neighbors who make that commu-
nity great.

———

ALEXANDER HEARD

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I attended
Vanderbilt University and graduated in
1971. My chancellor was a gentleman
named Alexander Heard. Alexander
Heard passed away last week at the age
of 92. He was an exceptional educator,
one of the best Tennessee or this Na-
tion will ever know.

During the tumultuous times of the
1960s, a student group invited both Dr.
Martin Luther King and Stokely Car-
michael to address the students at
Vanderbilt University. Protests came
in as expected. Chancellor Heard knew
that colleges were about openness,
about free speech and exchange of
ideas. In fact, he said the university’s
obligation is not to protect students
from ideas, but rather to expose them
to ideas to help make them capable of
handling them and hopefully having
ideas.

Chancellor Heard wrote quite a few
texts on southern politics, was a re-
spected academician as well as an edu-
cator. He was a gentleman, he was a
scholar, he made Vanderbilt a great
university.

He will be missed.

——————

HEALTH CARE THIEVES

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s
time to put common sense into health
care reform. The first thing to do is
focus on current fraud and waste. The
part of health care that the govern-
ment already runs, like Medicare and
Medicaid, wastes billions of dollars
every year, and billions more are lost
through fraud.

The national health care antifraud
system says Medicare fraud costs
American taxpayers $68 billion every
year. The FBI says health care fraud
may be as high as 10 percent of costs,
which means the crooks and the cheats
are stealing $226 billion a year from
taxpayers. That’s money that should
be going to treat the sick and the dis-
abled. Now taxacrats want to hand all
of our health care money over to the
bureaucrats.

Law enforcement needs to go after
Medicare and Medicaid cheats before
we consider nationalized health care.
We can save billions of dollars on
health care by simply sending the
crooks to jail. Fix the obvious stealing
and waste before we encourage more
fraud and abuse under a universal gov-
ernment-run health care system.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
HONORING DANIEL PAUL
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, this
last Saturday was a very sad day in
Minnesota. We laid to rest a fallen hero
named Daniel Paul. His parents were in
attendance, his family, our commu-
nity, and we came together in sorrow
and tears, our governor, our two Sen-
ators, and we went as a community for
this fallen hero.

He was really a remarkable man,
Daniel Paul. He was so remarkable, 22
years old, he didn’t fear anything. And
he willingly laid his life on the altar of
freedom for all of us. And it was one
more reminder, Mr. Speaker, of how
heavy the cost of our freedom is and
yvet how remarkable these young men
and women are who voluntarily, with
full assurance in their heart, lay their
life down for us.

So, Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to
come today and make reference and
thanks to this young man who gave his
life for us to his parents, to his sib-
lings, to his extended family who have
all sacrificed so much with the loss of
this young life.

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to honor the
memory of Daniel Paul and thank him
for his service to our country. And also
for those in our community who doff
their hats, the patriot guards, the mo-
torcyclists who lined the streets with
their flags. I was never more proud to
be an American than this last Satur-
day when I saw our community recog-
nize this cost and pause and honor his
memory.

———

REPUBLICAN HEALTH CARE PLAN
NEEDS TO COME TO THE FLOOR

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I'm
looking at the list of the things to be
covered this week. It has, ‘“Friday,
health care legislation???”’

I hope that the American people will
let their voices be heard. This is not
good for America. It is going to cost
tremendous amounts of money, and
then our seniors, especially, get par-
ticularly vulnerable. They go on lists
and they are not prioritized, and then
they die waiting in line, just as the
man I met here recently from Canada,
just as his father did after being on the
list for 2 years to get a bypass surgery.

We don’t need to go here. People
don’t need to be dying in line. We can
have a better plan, and we have a bet-
ter plan, but it’s been shut out with
Leg Counsel and I can’t get it out in
the form of a bill. That’s what we need
to do. The plan’s there. Just let us get
it to the floor.

———

SOCIALIZED MEDICINE WILL NOT
WORK

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. About 85
percent of the people in this country do
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have health care coverage, Mr. Speak-
er. And we really need to do something
about the indigent, the people that are
poor, the 15 percent that don’t have
coverage. But creating a socialized
medical system simply won’t work, as
my colleague that just preceded me
said. Socialism causes a rationing of
health care, and in addition to that, it
causes a tremendous amount of addi-
tional expense on people that they
don’t really think they’re going to
have to bear.

We’re going to see a tax increase for
everybody in this country if we pass
the program that’s been put forth by
the Democrats and the President of the
United States. And the rationing of
health care for seniors. I can’t believe
the AARP has come out in favor of this
bill, because seniors who have more
health problems as they progressively
get older are going to be hit the worst.
And as my colleague just said, there
will be rationing of health care, and
many people won’t be able to get hip
replacements or heart surgery that’s
absolutely necessary to Kkeep them
going and keep their quality of life
where it should be.

I hope the people of this country, Mr.
Speaker, really pay attention, and I
hope we don’t get this bill passed until
we get back in August, because once
the American people find out what’s in
it, they aren’t going to want it.

——

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
LADIES OF LIBERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
women of Iran are inspiring people
around the world leading in the cause
and fight for freedom. They have taken
to the streets by the thousands because
of the fraudulent government elections
and repressive government subjuga-
tion. They are giving even men courage
to protest. The New York Times ran an
eyewitness report saying, ‘“‘For days
now, I’ve seen women urging less cou-
rageous men on. I've seen them get
beaten and return to the fray.”” Women
shout at the men to ‘“Get up. Get up.
Speak out against government oppres-
sion.”

Untold numbers of Iranian women
have been arrested. Shadi Sadr is a
journalist, lawyer, and a human rights
activist. She was last seen Friday, July
17, on her way to prayer. She was seen
struggling with government henchmen
as they beat her and dragged her into a
car.

Shadi managed to break away for a
few moments, but she was chased
down, beaten with batons and taken to
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prison in Tehran to keep her voice si-
lent. She is jailed this very night as we
assemble here in this cradle of liberty.
What’s the charge? What’s her crime?
Seeking freedom and respect seem to
be her crimes. And by any means nec-
essary, the black-booted government
thugs want to silence those who exer-
cise the first human right of freedom—
and that being the freedom to speak
out against oppression.

As a lawyer, Shadi represents Iranian
activists and journalists. She has won
cases for several women sentenced to
be executed for violations of religious
laws, and those convictions have been
overturned. She is also involved in
Women’s Field, a group defending
women’s rights in Iran, including the
““Stop Stoning Forever’ campaign.

Mr. Speaker, women are tragically
stoned to death for religious violations
in Iran, for acts that aren’t even
crimes in civilized countries. They are
buried up to their waist with their
hands tied behind their backs, then a
mob throws stones at them until
they’re dead. And sometimes it takes
more than an hour to die. These vio-
lent, barbaric acts are to be condemned
by those who value life and liberty.

For the first time in a Presidential
campaign in Iran, women made their
oppression an issue in the election.
Women courageously confronted their
oppressors demanding freedom.

One Iranian woman said, ‘““When the
elections were stolen, women felt be-
trayed. They took to the streets. Im-
ages of security forces beating up un-
armed, innocent women were shocking
and fueled their anger. At times, the
number of women exceeded those of
men in the protest.”

One protester told reporters, ‘“We
don’t sit in the corner and wait for the
men to make change. We do it. We are
the mothers of Iran.”

You see, Mr. Speaker, women in Iran
have been fighting for dignity and re-
spect for over 30 years. Mr. Speaker,
these mothers of Iran have true cour-
age, the kind of courage that comes
from standing for truth over govern-
ment lies. The kind of courage that
comes from fighting for freedom
against tyranny.

It’s been said ‘“‘Tyranny is when the
people fear the government. Freedom
is when the government fears the peo-
ple.” And now, the government of Iran
has begun to fear these ladies of lib-
erty.

The women of Iran have shown their
courage to the world. They speak with
one bold voice saying ‘“NO MORE”.
They will not be silenced because
truthful, righteous words cannot long
be silenced by the stones of oppression
and the rocks of brutality.

The Ladies of Liberty are writing
their own glorious page in history.
They have been unjustly trampled,
dragged, beaten, shot, and killed by a
government that has declared war on
its own people.
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They have earned their honored place
among those who have shed blood for
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freedom. But their fight is not for their
native Iran alone. It is a fight for all
freedom-seeking women and men
worldwide that are being persecuted by
their own government. Shadi Sadr and
the wonder women have earned the re-
spect of the free world.

Mr. Speaker, it is only a matter of
time before the women of Iran win
their freedom. They are throwing off
the yolk of tyranny. With every step
they take, they move closer to the day
that liberty will be theirs. When they
are successful in liberating their coun-
try from tyranny, Iran and the world
will be safer. Their cause is righteous
and their actions are just.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to speak on the urgent issue
of health care reform. Later, the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, led by a great
leader who does this every Monday
night on behalf of the CBC, Congress-
woman MARSHA FUDGE from Ohio, will
be holding another Special Order on
health reform. Although I won’t be
able to join my colleagues tonight, I
did want to come to the floor and add
my voice to the chorus of members
from the Congressional Black Caucus
who are calling for real health care re-
form now.

I want to begin by commending my
colleagues in the CBC, especially Con-
gresswoman and Dr. DONNA
CHRISTENSEN, who also is the second
vice Chair of the Congressional Black
Caucus and chairs our Congressional
Black Caucus Health Brain Trust. She
has been leading the charge to address
racial and ethnic disparities in health
care. Together with Representative
DANNY DAVIS, who cochairs the CBC’s
Health and Wellness Task Force, the
two of them have developed a very im-
portant set of requirements to ensure
that real health care reform becomes
the order of the day. So I just want to
thank them for their leadership, and
just know that the Congressional
Black Caucus supports what they have
put together with all of the input of
the CBC.

Let me just begin by just saying, we
have said over and over again that we
want to ensure that there is a strong
public health option linked to Medi-
care providers. This requirement must
remain intact in the final bill.

We believe that we must continue to
work to get this done as quickly as
possible. That means hopefully we can
do this before we recess this week. The
47 million uninsured deserve this. This
means, again, we must pass a bill this
week before we adjourn for the August
recess.

The Congressional Black Caucus be-
lieves that a bill that is less than $1
trillion, that is completely paid for,
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that is budget neutral, would likely
compromise many of the provisions
that are important to the millions of
Americans that are uninsured. This is
unacceptable. We think the bill must
at least have a cost of $1 trillion. There
is no reason to consider a bill less cost-
ly.

The CBC stands firmly behind an
original request that we made, along
with the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus and the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus, to include spe-
cific health disparity provisions from
the TriCaucus bill, which I believe is
H.R. 3090, the Health Equity and Ac-
countability Act. We want these provi-
sions in the final health reform bill.

The TriCaucus has worked on a com-
prehensive bill to eliminate health dis-
parities for the last 8 years. We believe
that we have a very good bill, and we
are pleased that many of the provisions
in our health care reform bill are in-
cluded now as it relates to health and
ethnic and racial disparities.

The CBC considers the provisions on
children’s health prevention services
and mental health and substance abuse
critical to this bill, and they should
not be compromised in the final prod-
uct. We must ensure that we guarantee
true parity for mental health and com-
prehensive coverage, including dental
and vision, for kids.

Also, the Congressional Black Caucus
believes that the disproportionate
share of hospital payments should not
be cut in an unnecessary attempt to re-
duce the cost of the overall health bill.
Many hospitals who care for a large
number of low-income patients or
which serve as teaching hospitals de-
pend on these DSH payments to help
cover their operating costs. We
shouldn’t be penalizing these hospitals,
because ultimately that will affect
their ability to provide access and care
to low-income populations.

And finally, the Congressional Black
Caucus strongly believes that we can
realize a host of savings from a variety
of provisions in this bill, whether or
not the Congressional Budget Office
agrees to evaluate and score these sav-
ings. As a caucus, we strongly rec-
ommend including a trigger in the
final health care reform bill that would
allow those savings to be used to re-
place current pay-fors and to add im-
portant services that were left out of
the initial bill because of the failure to
fully assess and score the final cost.

The bottom line is that expanding ac-
cess to care and expanding the avail-
ability of preventive health services
will cut costs and save lives and will be
to the benefit of everyone. We should
try and recapture those savings and
use them to strengthen the system.

Last week, President Obama re-
minded us all of the important work
that we must do, and we must do it
now. We must reject claims that the
cost of reforming health care in Amer-
ica is something our Nation can’t af-
ford. To the contrary; if we fail to act,
and if we fail to act now, we do so at
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